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Editor's Note:
INVITED CONTRIBUTION
Like many other journals, Kidney International is moving into the era of electronic publishing at a rather rapid pace. Beginning with the July 1995 issue of
Kidney International our journal will be available on CD-ROM The Editors therefore thought it appropriate to provide a note by the responsible officials with
Blackwell Science, Inc., publishers of Kidney International, explaining these new methodologies.
TE. ANDR.EOLI
For the Editors
With this issue of Kidney International, we announce several
changes, both hidden and visible, that bring the journal into the
world of electronic publishing. The goal is to use the technology
now available in electronic production and distribution to make
Kidney International even more widely available and to speed up
the production process.
The hidden part of our venture has to do with the production of
the journal. A significant portion of this issue was edited on line,
that is, using the diskettes provided by authors and editing the
articles on screen. Not only does this process reduce typesetting
errors by saving the author's keystrokes, but it will also take
advantage of the great powers of the Internet to speed up the
production process. Articles are now being electronically trans-
mitted from publisher to typesetter and back. This may be one of
those happy circumstances in which the journal can save both time
and money by making the process more efficient. At this time,
authors will continue to review proofs on paper, but the day is fast
approaching when we will be distributing "reader" software to the
authors so that they can receive their proofs on line.
The most efficient use of this system will require authors to
submit diskettes with their manuscript. If so submitted, your
material will receive faster, more accurate processing.
Our second venture into electronic publishing is much more
visible. Starting with the July issue, Kidney International is avail-
able on CD-ROM each month. All of the editorial matter of
Kidney International is available, including the text of the articles,
illustrations of all kinds, tables, and references. This first release
contains all of the material published so far in 1995; each
successive monthly CD-ROM will also be cumulative, such that by
the end of the year, the December disk will contain a whole year's
publishing.
With CD-ROM publishing, we can offer many features that
paper cannot provide. These are: instant electronic indexing for
all articles, including every single printed word; portability of the
entire year's issues in a pocket-sized format; the ability to display
on the computer screen any of the material printed in the journal
in its original format; the ability to display illustrations, including
the ability to make them larger or smaller; the ability to make
laser printer copies; and the ability to make English language, free
text searches, All that is required is a CD-ROM drive and a
personal computer.
Just as Kidney International is sold on a subscription basis, the
CD-ROM edition will be available to yearly subscribers. For a
price only slightly higher than the paper subscription, our readers
will now get the full text with all of the features described above.
The next step will be to make Kidney International available
over networks from our server. We have access to new technology
which enables us to do this (indeed, we co-own some of it), but we
may begin with trials sponsored by the Institute for Scientific
Information and by one of the British funding councils. These are
exciting times in scientific journal publishing and we are very
pleased that the International Society of Nephrology is taking
these steps to improve Kidney International.
ROBERT M. CAMPBELL
Managing Director
Blackwell Science, Ltd.
JAMES A. KROSSCHELL
Senior Vice President
Blackwell Science, Inc.
1
